
CULTURE & LIFESTYLE

Cultural Integration Guide
for Foreigners in Singapore

By Melanie Fonseka, Group Sales Director, Huttons Asia Pte Ltd

A Note from Melanie

• Relocating to a new country is both an exciting and challenging journey. Singapore, a vibrant and

multicultural city-state, offers a unique blend of tradition and modernity.

• Understanding local customs, traditions, and social norms is crucial to integrating seamlessly. This

guide covers the essentials — the dos, the don'ts, and the practical tips that make the difference.

• Welcome to Singapore — your new adventure awaits.

A Brief History of Foreigners in Singapore

Singapore's history is deeply rooted in migration and international trade. Since its founding as a British

trading post in 1819 by Sir Stamford Raffles, the country has been a melting pot of cultures, attracting

traders, labourers, and professionals from China, India, the Malay Archipelago, and Europe.

Today, foreigners make up a significant part of the population, contributing to finance, technology,

healthcare, and education. Singapore's inclusive policies and multicultural environment make it one of

the world's most welcoming cities for expatriates.

Dos and Don'ts in Singapore

What To Do
Respect Multiculturalism.
Singapore is home to Chinese, Malay, Indian, and Eurasian communities. Participate in local festivals —

Chinese New Year, Deepavali, Hari Raya — to experience Singapore's diverse traditions.

Follow Local Laws.
Singapore has strict laws to maintain cleanliness and order. Always dispose of litter properly. Drug

offences carry severe penalties including the death penalty for trafficking. These are not suggestions.

Be Courteous and Polite.
Greet with a nod or handshake. Use titles (Mr., Ms., Dr.) when appropriate. Queue in an orderly manner at

MRT stations, hawker centres, and public places.
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Use Public Transport.
Singapore's MRT and bus network is world-class. Use an EZ-Link or SimplyGo card. Give up priority seats

to the elderly, pregnant women, and those with disabilities.

Respect Food Culture.
Hawker centres are the social fabric of Singapore. Try local dishes like Hainanese chicken rice, laksa, and

chili crab. Always return your tray.

Learn Basic Singlish.
"Can lah!" (It's possible), "No need lah" (Unnecessary) — a few phrases signal warmth and openness to

local connection.

Dress Modestly at Religious Sites.
When visiting temples, mosques, or churches, dress modestly and remove shoes when required.

What NOT To Do
• Do not jaywalk, vandalise, litter, or smoke in non-designated areas — all are fineable offences.

• Do not discuss race, religion, or politics in public or online. These are highly sensitive topics in

Singapore; criticism of the government can carry legal consequences.

• Do not refuse food or gifts too abruptly — it may be seen as impolite. Decline graciously if needed.

• Do not assume everyone speaks the same language. Singapore has four official languages: English,

Malay, Mandarin, and Tamil.

• Do not display aggression in public. Singaporeans value social harmony deeply.

• Do not forget to remove shoes before entering someone's home.

Tips for Smooth Integration

Housing and Neighbourhoods
Research different neighbourhoods to find one that suits your lifestyle — bustling city centre or quieter

suburban areas. Proximity to work, schools, and amenities is the single biggest quality-of-life factor.

Cost of Living
Singapore can be expensive, so budgeting is essential. Dining at hawker centres and using public

transport are the two most effective ways to manage day-to-day costs.

Socialising and Networking
Join expatriate groups, cultural communities, or business networking events. Participate in local

activities — yoga classes, cooking workshops, volunteer programmes. Singapore's expat community is

large, welcoming, and highly networked.

Education and Family Life
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Research international and local schools early — waiting lists can be 6–12 months. Singapore is

exceptionally safe and family-friendly, with outstanding parks, green spaces, and recreational facilities.

Healthcare and Insurance
Singapore has world-class healthcare. Ensure you have adequate health insurance before arriving.

Locate your nearest clinic, hospital, and 24-hour pharmacy in your first week.

Work Culture
Singapore's work culture is fast-paced and performance-driven. Punctuality, efficiency, and

professionalism are highly valued. Building good relationships and understanding hierarchy enhances

workplace integration.

Ready to find your home in Singapore?
Contact Melanie Fonseka · +65 9658 8410 · melanie@melaniefonseka.com

WhatsApp: wa.me/6596588410 · www.melaniefonseka.com · CEA Licence R046575I


